OF JOHN AUBREY
while at Dulwich College he noted that the Tradition concerning the
Occasion of the Foundation runs thus ; That Mr. Alleyne, being a Tragedian,
and one of the Original Actors in the celebrated Shakespeare** Plays, in one
of which he play'd a Daemon, with six others, and was in the midst of the
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Play surprised by an Apparition of the Devil, which so worked on his Fancy,
that he made a Vow, which he performed at this "Place, But it was at
Croydon that Aubrey stumbled on a piece of information after his
own heart. There was one Oak, he reports, in the great Wood calVd
Norwood, that had Miselto, a Timber Tree, which was felled about 1657.
Some Persons cut this Misselto, for some Apothecaries in ILondon, and sold
them a Quantity for Ten Shillings, each time, and left only one "Branch remain-
ing for more to sprout out. One fell lame shortly after: Soon after, each of
the others lost an Eye, and he that feWd the Tree, about 1678 (tho* warned
of these Misfortunes of the other Men) would not withstanding, adventure to do
it, and shortly after broke his Leg ; as if the Hamadryades had resolved to
take an ample Revenge for the Injury done to that sacred and venerable Oak.
Aubrey mentions elsewhere that When an Oake is felling (Before it falles)
it gives a kind of shriekes, or groanes, that may be heard a mite off, as if it
were the Genius of the Oake lamenting. I cannot omit here taking Notice,
he continues excitedly, of the great Misfortunes in the Family of the Earl
of Winchelsea, who at Eastwell in Kent, felled down a most curious Grove of
Uaks> near his noble Seat, and gave the First 'Blow with his own Hands. Shortly
after, his Countess died in her Bed suddenly, and his eldest Son, the "Lord
Maidstone, was killed at Sea by a Cannon B&Het. It has been not unusually
observed, that to cut Oak-Wood is unfortunate, Aubrey concludes, and this
family should have been particularly wary of flouting any superstition,
for had not My Lady Seymer dreamt, that she found a Nest, with Nine
Finches in it. And so manj Children she had by the Earl of Winchelsey,
whose name is finch.
Coming to the end of his Perambulation, Aubrey returned to
London, where he noted an interesting sidelight on the Reformation.
Robert de Wharton, he says, the last Prior of the Monastery dedicated to
St. Saviour at Bermondsej, surrendered this Convent into the King's Hands,
i January 1538. He obtained a pension of £3 3 3. 6. Sd. per Annum. That
this generosity could have its disadvantages for the throne, however,
is shown by the subtle revenge wreaked by another dispossessed
pensioner. The Last luady A&sse of Amesbury was a Kirton : who
after the Dissolution married to one Appleton of Hampshire, Aubrey reports.
She had during her life a Pension from King Henry IIX: she was one hundred
and fourty jeares old when she dyed.
Aubrey finished his tour with a description of the Surrey side of
the Thames, directly opposite the City of London. On the Bank Side
were two Bear Gardens, he says, the Old and the New, wherein Bears, Bulls,
Otters, &*t, were kept to be baited by Dogs bred to that Sporty for the Diversion
of the Spectators, toe Destruction of the innocent Creatures, and the Gratifica-
tion of a barbarous and savage Temper, which never more displays itself then
in shewing a Complacency and Delight in these cruel Spectacles.
Near this Garden was a Theatre, known by the name of the GLOBE
Play-House, to which Beaumont) Fletcher, and PhilipMassinger belonged and
wrote for ; and though the most eminent Place for Tragedies, Comedies, and
Interludes, was, because of its Situation, only used in the hot Summer Months.
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